
KC-X Requirements Issues, DOD Tanker Briefing to reporters, Pentagon, 24 Sep 2009 
 
Note:  This briefing refers to the issue of performance requirements from the CDD (there were 8 
KPPs), and the larger number of technical requirements in the original Systems Requirements 
Document (SRD) provided to industry with the RFP.   
 
AF Secretary Michael Donnelly: 
 
Let’s focus on requirements for a minute. Just to give you a broad overview, the Capabilities 
Development Document [CDD] is the very high-level overview of the requirements for the 
KC-X going forward. 
 
The CDD as it’s referred to is the same CDD that was reviewed and approved in December 
of 2006. The Air Force revisited this early this year in January. The Joint Requirements 
Oversight Council also reviewed it in February. And no changes have been made. Again this 
is the very high-level, what are our requirements going forward for a KC-X aircraft? 
 
The key work that has been done is at the Systems Requirement Document, the SRD, level. 
And here we undertook significant changes, without changing the requirements but to make 
a better linkage between the requirements written by the warfighter and the RFP that’s going 
out tomorrow… 
 
You may recall that in the last solicitation, there were about 808 requirements listed, for the 
KC-X, of which about 37 were mandatory requirements. 
 
And this provided an extensive amount of trade space in those requirements to determine 
how a selection and—how an evaluation and then selection might be made. 
 
However, by doing so, the offers indicated last time some confusion, because they did not 
clearly understand what the warfighter valued most. Another factor was that the way the 
requirements were written and their distribution throughout the RFP also left some 
uncertainty and confusion. 
 
We've taken those 808 and we have boiled them down to the 373 mandatory, system-level 
requirements, which reflect what the warfighter needs on the first day of the war. When this 
aircraft is delivered, the warfighter will be able to take those capabilities and go to war. 
That’s the fundamental baseline requirements that Air Mobility Command has put value on 
and which they need to make this a successful program. 
 
 


