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Independent Research and 
Development (IR&D) 

What is it and  
why should DAU students and faculty 

care? 
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Independent Research and 
Development (IR&D) Definition 

• An IR&D project is defined as: 
 
An R&D effort that is neither sponsored by a grant, nor required in 
performing a contract, and which falls under any of the following four 
areas:  
 

• Applied research 
 

• Basic research 
 

• Development  
 

• Systems and other concept formulation studies 

Source: FAR 31.205-18 
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IR&D Overview 

• Industry costs for IR&D are allowable as indirect expenses on contracts to 
the extent they are allocable and reasonable.   
 

• DoD reimburses industry for approximately $3-$4B of their Independent 
Research & Development (IR&D) costs annually.   
 

• IR&D is not ‘federally funded’ – technical data rights remain with the 
company. 
 

• Any company can submit, but in January 2012, a DFARS Supplement 
required industry submission of IR&D project summaries by ‘major defense 
contractors’  
 

• Major Defense Contractors are those that received reimbursement totaling more than 
$11M in IR&D and Bid & Proposal costs in the company’s preceding Fiscal Year 
 

• Companies register a PIN Holder, and IR&D project summaries are submitted 
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• DFARS Supplement (Defense Federal Acquisition Regulations 
Supplement at 48 CFR 231.205-18(c)(iii)(C); January 30, 2012) 
 
– Requires  major defense contractors to submit their proprietary IR&D project 

summaries into a secure portal, housed on the Defense Innovation 
Marketplace website. 
 

– For the contractor’s annual IR&D costs to be allowable the projects must 
address one of seven areas of potential interest to the DoD, and be reported 
using the online input form posted at 
http://www.DefenseInnovationMarketplace.mil/industry.html  
 

– Submissions must  be updated annually and when the project is completed. 
 

– The input and updates will be made available to Administrative Contracting 
Officers (ACOs) and Defense Contract Audit Agency in order to support the 
allowability of the costs, and to ensure compliance with the DFARS rule. 

 DFARS Supplement 
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• The seven areas of potential interest to the DoD: 
 
– Enable superior performance of future U.S. weapons systems. 

 
– Reduce acquisition costs and life-cycle costs of military systems. 

 
– Strengthen the defense industrial and technology base of the United States. 

 
– Enhance the industrial competitiveness of the U.S. 

 
– Promote the development of technologies identified as critical under 10 U.S.C. 

2522. 
 

– Increase the development and promotion of efficient and effective applications of 
dual-use technologies. 
 

– Provide efficient and effective technologies for achieving such environmental 
benefits as:  improved environmental data gathering, environmental cleanup and 
restoration, pollution reduction in manufacturing, environmental conservation, and 
environmentally safe management of facilities.   
 

 DFARS Supplement 
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Better Buying Power 1.0 

• USD (AT&L) Better Buying Power IR&D Initiative  
– Goal: Reinvigorate Independent Research and Development 
– Improve Communication between Industry and Government– Align S&T/R&D Priorities 

− Industry wants to know what DoD needs to improve the return on its IR&D investment 

− DoD wants to know what Industry is working on, to improve their program planning and transition 
of technologies to the warfighter 

− The Defense Innovation Marketplace was launched in 2011 to address this need 

• Public website features DoD Resources for Industry 

• Secure Portal holds Industry IR&D project summaries– Only accessible to DoD S&T/R&D  
and Acquisition professionals 
 

• Defense Innovation Marketplace 
– Resources for Industry: What does DoD need and how do  

they want it? 
 

– Resources for DoD:  What is industry working on and how  
could it help my program and planning?  
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Better Buying Power 2.0 

Improve alignment and transition success of IR&D investment 

COMPONENTS 

Assessment of Component 
S&T and Industry IR&D to 

support capabilities for core 
missions 

Strategic Planning 

Inform S&T/R&D & ACQ 
investment portfolios 

Industry Division Leaders 
Component S&T/R&D Execs 

Acquisition Professionals 

PROGRAMS 

Creating options for the future 
& tech maturity for program insertion 

Leverage IR&D into specific 
programs 

Technology 
Insertion 

Industry, S&T/R&D 
and ACQ PMs  

OSD 

Reinvigorating IR&D 
Protect and expand the 
Defense Industrial Base 

CEOs 
Industry Associations 

USD(AT&L) 
ASD(R&E) 

DASD(M&IBP) 
DASD(Research) 

Improve warfighter 
technical capabilities 

Setting Policy 

IR&D INITIATIVE – leverage actionable data to support research and development planning 
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Defense Innovation Marketplace 
(http://www.DefenseInnovationMarketplace.mil) 

 
Enabling Better Communication between Industry 

and DoD 
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• For Industry, the Defense Innovation Marketplace (Marketplace) website is:  
– A central place to learn about DoD and service investment priorities and technology 

requirements.  
– An information source allowing industry to align their IR&D efforts to better support the 

current and future needs of the warfighter.  
 

– The place to find links to specific solicitations, upcoming R&D related events, 
presentations, and POCs, bringing improved visibility to DoD activities.  
 

– A portal for industry to securely share their IR&D projects with S&T/R&D and acquisition 
personnel they consider their target market. 
 

• For DoD, the Marketplace is designed to be: 
– The place to post important, relevant and future needs, S&T/R&D priorities, events, 

presentation and solicitations.  
 

– A secure portal for registered and approved DoD S&T/R&D and acquisition personnel to 
gain insight and visibility into industry IR&D investments for improved program planning. 
 

– A resource for Technology Maturity Assessments and Market Research of IR&D 
 

 Defense Innovation Marketplace 
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Defense Innovation Marketplace 

Connecting Industry and DoD 
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Resources for Industry 

www.DefenseInnovationMarketplace.mil 

 
Defense Innovation Marketplace 
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www.DefenseInnovationMarketplace.mil 

 
Marketplace: Resources for Industry 

• DoD Roadmaps; Investment Strategy 
• Business Opportunities with the DoD 
• Virtual Interchanges & Events 
• Secure Portal for DFARS Compliance 
• Top Downloads/Pages visited 
• DoD SEARCH Trends 

 

Improve Industry Understanding of DoD Needs  

 
 Defense Innovation Marketplace: 

Industry Resources 
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New Feature: DoD Search Trends 
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Defense Innovation Marketplace 

Resource Page by Service: Army 

Industry uses 
these pages to 
discover what 
R&D efforts Army 
needs… 
 
 
…and how Army 
wants it…. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Replaces old DTIC submission tool
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Defense Innovation Marketplace 

Human Systems: Virtual Technology Interchange 

                         Space (2013), C4ISR and Cyber (2014) Technology Interchanges 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Replaces old DTIC submission tool
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Defense Innovation Marketplace  
 

Resource for DoD: Searching 
Industry’s IR&D 
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• The secure portal has a Search feature which provides S&T/R&D 
program managers, systems engineers, chief engineers, and 
acquisition professionals with improved visibility into industry’s 
IR&D projects.  

– Keyword searches return all projects that align to the requested technology area to 
identify projects of interest. 
 

– Primary and Technical POCs contact information is provided – calls to companies 
with projects of interest are welcome. 
 

• DoD personnel receive better insight into the work being done by 
industry to inform program planning and DoD R&D investments, 
and industry gets a broader audience for it’s IR&D investments. 
 

• Only registered and approved DoD S&T/R&D and acquisition 
personnel may gain access to the project summaries. 

 Defense Innovation Marketplace: 
Secure Search of Industry IR&D 
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Government Only Access 

 
Defense Innovation Marketplace: 
Secure Search Of Industry IR&D 

New Search Feature:  Secure Access to Industry IR&D Projects for DoD 
Leadership, S&T and Acquisition Personnel 

Marketplace: Resources for DoD 
• Secure portal with 8,000+ IR&D Project 

Summaries 
• Access for DoD R&D and Acquisition 

Professionals 
• DoD Searchers encouraged to contact 

the Industry POC listed on project 
summaries of interest 
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Defense Innovation Marketplace: 
Dashboard of IR&D Projects 
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SEARCH RESULTS: Projects View 
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SEARCH RESULTS: Companies View 

$35.846M 

$2.510M 

$5.844M 

$2.985M 

$28.091M 

$854K 

$386K 

$2.849M 

$25.3M 

$4.75M 
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SEARCH RESULTS: Single Project 

Contact information is provided – you 
can make a connection… 
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How the Marketplace can Be Used 
to Your Advantage 

Industry:   
– Use the Marketplace to learn about key DoD S&T and R&D roadmaps, 

solicitations, events 
– Input your IR&D project summaries in the secure portal – improve the visibility of 

your efforts (http://www.defenseinnovationmarketplace.mil/industry.html) 
 

DoD:  
– Ensure that Marketplace has current data / links to DoD S&T and R&D needs to 

meet DoD technology capability needs; links to solicitations 
– DoD Chief Engineers, Systems Engineers, PEOs, PMs, Scientists, R&D and 

Acquisition professionals may request access to the secure portal on the 
IR&D/Marketplace to improve market knowledge of R&D activities 
(http://www.defenseinnovationmarketplace.mil/government.html) 
 
 

Feedback about documents, the Marketplace, tools, etc. is appreciated!  
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Interactive Marketplace Discussion 

Industry:   
– What documents would be most helpful to have on the Marketplace? 

− What are we missing?  
– How best to send you updates? 
– How should the information best be organized?  

           (Service? Technology? Capability?) 
– How do you use the Marketplace? 

− Technical Interchanges? 
 

DoD:  
– What information should Industry be submitting? 
– Would it be useful to have a classified version of the IR&D database on SIPR? 
– How can we ensure that information we share on the Marketplace remains current?  

− Who are our best POCs for information? 
– Would you share more information if there were restricted pages (Distro C & D)  

 
 

Feedback about documents, the Marketplace, tools, etc. is appreciated!  
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Defense Innovation Marketplace 
www.DefenseInnovationMarketplace.mil 

Twitter: @DoDInnovation 

Jaymie Durnan 
IR&D Lead 

jaymie.a.durnan.civ@mail.mil 
703.697.1856 
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IR&D Project Info 
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IR&D Project Info – cont’d 



DAU Hot Topic Industry 
11/14/2013 Page-30 Distribution Statement A: Approved for public release; distribution is unlimited 

IR&D Project Info – cont’d 
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