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MEMORANDUM FOR SEE DISTRIBUTION





SUBJECT:  Privately Owned Weapon Fatality








1.  In recent days, privately owned weapon (POW) negligent discharges injured two Fort Hood Soldiers.  The first incident involved one Soldier mishandling and discharging a pistol.  The victim suffered a fatal head injury.  The second incident involved a Soldier handling another Soldier’s POW.  The pistol discharged and resulted in a self-inflicted wound collapsing his lung.  The Soldier underwent surgery and remains hospitalized in the ICU.  Both incidents involved alcohol.     





2.  Both of these incidents demonstrated that the involved Soldiers ignored basic fundamentals of weapons handling.  The most prevalent mistakes that lead to on duty negligent discharges are horseplay, improper clearing procedures, incorrect weapons status, failure to keep the weapon on safe and finger off the trigger when there’s no intent to fire and lack of muzzle awareness.   Alcohol involvement is an additional common factor in POW incidents.  These mistakes are a result of indiscipline, overconfidence and complacency.      





3.  Weapons safety is paramount both on and off duty.  All weapons must be handled with care.  Every weapon must be treated as if it’s loaded.  Never point the muzzle at anything you don’t intend to shoot.  Maintain the weapon on safe and your finger off the trigger until you intend to fire.  Never handle a weapon after consuming alcohol.  





4. These accidents are tragic and were preventable.  Soldiers must discipline themselves and practice safe weapon procedures both on and off duty.  Leaders must mentor and enforce standards for weapons safety.  








ENSURE WIDEST DISSEMINATION AND POST ON BULLETIN BOARDS

















						            DONALD M. CAMPBELL, JR.                                    							 Lieutenant General, USA                         							            Commanding 
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