
NAVAL SEA SYSTEMS COMMAND 
THESE INSTRUCTIONS ARE NOT ALL INCLUSIVE AND NAVSEA OP 5 

MUST BE CONSULTED FOR MORE DETAILED INSTRUCTIONS 

SAFETY REGULATIONS FOR 

HANDLING AND STORAGE OF EXPLOSIVES 
GENERAL REGULATIONS 

1. Smoking is not permitted in magazines, railroad cars, vehicles 
or areas containing ammunition, explosives or other dangerous 
materials. 

2. Hot work involving cutting, grinding, welding requires a permit 
from the local Safety Office. 

3. This magazine must be placarded inside the door with 
permissible storage and explosive limits. The appropriate fire 
and chemical hazard symbol must be placed outside. 

4. Minimize the number of personnel in the vicinity of 
ammunition/explosives. 

5. Use only approved lights. Contact local Safety Office for 
determination of approved lights. 

6. Ensure proper fire fighting equipment is present and usable 
before beginning work. Contact Safety Office/Fire Department if 
unsure what fire fighting equipment should be used. 

7. Keep the magazine clean. Do not allow debris, especially oily 
rags or paint rags, and combustible material in the area. Keep 
sand and gravel out of the magazine. 

8. Only approved material handling equipment can be used.  
Contact the local Safety Office for guidance. Only qualified and 
licensed operators are allowed to operate material handling 
equipment. 

9. Do not carry lighter or matches. 

 

10. Do not leave open containers in magazine. 

11. Only operations pertaining to storage and shipping are 
permitted in this magazine. 

12. Ammunition and explosives found in unacceptable 
containers must be removed. Consult requirements and 
precautions for the specific explosive/ammunition type. Clean up 
all loose powder immediately while other operations are halted. 

13. Stow all materials in accordance with an approved plan and 
in stable stacks. 

14. Store ammunition on metal dunnage to prevent wicking of 
floor moisture to stored material. 

15. Do not leave this magazine open and unattended while it 
contains ammunition/explosives. 

16. Immediately contact your supervisor, local Safety Office or 
EOD personnel in the event of abnormalities or emergencies. 

17. Grounding shall be in accordance with applicable 
instructions. 

18. All magazine workers shall be instructed in static electricity 
principles before commencing operations. 

19. Stack ammunition no less than 6 inches from walls and 
ceiling and leave a front clearance of 2 feet. Magazines less than 
1000 cubic feet - maintain minimum separation for ventilation. 

 
 
FIRE HAZARD SYMBOLS 
(Orange Background) 

HANDLING AND STOWAGE OF 
CHEMICAL AMMUNITION 
CHEMICAL HAZARD SYMBOLS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CLASS 1, DIVISION 1 

Denotes the presence of DOD Hazard 
Class/Division 1.1 explosives which 
present primarily a blast hazard and 
can be expected to mass detonate 
when involved in fire. 

CLASS 1, DIVISION 2 

Denotes the presence of DOD Hazard 
Class/Division 1.2 explosives which 
present both a blast and a fragment 
hazard. 

CLASS 1, DIVISION 3 

Denotes the presence of DOD Hazard 
Class/Division 1.3 explosives which 
present primarily a mass fire hazard. 

CLASS 1, DIVISION 4 

Denotes the presence of DOD Hazard 
Class/Division 1.4 explosives which 
present primarily a moderate fire 
hazard. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RED FIGURE AND RIM DENOTES: 

The presence of casualty agents which cause 
death by absorption and/or inhalation. 
 Wear full protective clothing (SET 1) 
 Gas Mask, M9A1 
 Impermeable suit (coveralls, hood, gloves, 

fireman boots, and boot covers) 

YELLOW FIGURE AND RIM DENOTES 

The presence of harassing agents (riot control 
agents and smokes). 
 Wear full protective clothing (SET 2) 
 Gas mask, M9A1 or M17A1 
 Coveralls 
 Protective gloves. 

WHITE FIGURE AND RIM DENOTES: 

The presence of white phosphorus  
 Wear full protective clothing (SET 3) 
 Flame-Resistant coveralls 
 Flame-Resistant gloves 
 Gas mask, use current approved mask 

DENOTES: 

The presence of material that requires wearing of 
a breathing apparatus (gas mask) when involved 
in a fire 
 Wear breathing apparatus 

DENOTES: 

The presence of material for which water is not a 
suitable extinguishing agent, and water will not 
be applied if involved in a fire 
 Apply no water 
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