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 (Tailor this document to meet the needs of the systems and interface environment.  This template is a starting point, not an ending point.)

1. Background
Functional Analysts and Analysts knowledgeable in data interfaces, in concert with the Interface Control Working Group (ICWG), draft the IRAs.  An IRA is created for each system with which your system interfaces, including sustainment systems.  The draft IRA is reviewed during the System Specification Review (SSR) and the Preliminary Design Review (PDR).  

2. Automated information systems (AIS) information

1.1. System name 
(The name of the system with which your system will interface.)

1.2. Point of contact (POC) 
(As a minimum, this information should be gathered for the Project Manager.)

Name:

Organization:

Address:

Base:

Phone:

FAX:

E-mail:

1.3. System security  
(Record the highest security classification and level of the system with which your system will interface.)

1.4. Platform  
(Describe the hardware platform supporting the AIS; examples are Unisys 2200 and Sun Workstations.)

1.5. Platform configuration  
(Describe the configuration of the system; examples are stand-alone, mainframe, workstations on a LAN.)

1.6. Operating system  
(Examples are DOS, UNIX, SCO UNIX, and VMS.  Include the version of the operating system.  This information determines which conversions may be required on the exchanged data.)  

1.7. Interface files  
For any method of communication, record the following:  

1.7.1. Sending (source) directory and file name:

1.7.2. Sending (source) file physical location:

1.7.3. Receiving (destination) directory and file name:

1.7.4. Receiving (destination) file physical location:

1.7.5. File type: (Binary, ASCII, and EBCDIC)

1.7.6. For EDI record the formatting standard to be used: (X12, other)

1.7.7. Field delimiters:  (If used for field or record.)

1.7.8. File size: (maximum)

1.7.9. File size: (average)

1.8. Interface methods  
(Possible interface method levels are air gap, electronic file transfer, and Electronic Data Transfer.) 

1.9. Time constraints  

(Routine, Priority)

1.9.1. For air gap method, record the following:  diskette size (5.25, 3.50), diskette density (low, hi), diskette format (DOS, UNIX), tape type (cartridge, cassette), tape size (9", 8 mm), tape blocking factor:  (number of records on a block.)

1.9.2. For electronic transfer methods, record the following:  (Internet, VPN, modem, etc.); protocol: (TCP/IP, GOSIP, KERMIT), security requirements and constraints, source machine internet addresses, destination machine internet addresses, system sign-on and password procedures:  (Discuss how the sign-on and password procedures are obtained.), disk permanent file name (PFN):  (If the interface is accomplished using a disk file, record the PFN of the file, the owner identity (ID), and the device set for the file used.)

1.9.3. Message information:  Interface Message(s):  (Record the message name(s)and direction of interface:  Example:  AFC2S-LOGPLAN,  INCOMING and MDS-PDS, OUTGOING), Message Name, Purpose of Message, Security Classification, File Export Format, Communication Method, Message Creation Trigger, Message file name: (include full path), Interface Procedures, Receiving System's Directory, Sending System's Directory, Message Content- Header Record Information (Message Producer's ADS code, Message Identifier Number, Message Version Date, Message Title, Number of Images Sent, Sending organization, Receiving organization), Detail Message Data (Sequence of Message Data, Record Structure and Data Elements for Each Record.  (Provide as an attachment)), Trailer Record:  (This will be a way of signifying the end of a particular message.), Message Services and Responsibilities:  (When a message reaches its destination, it should have a particular service or responsibility.  For example, incoming messages could apply to the database or generate a report.)

1.10. Overall testing strategy  
(This section depicts the overall AIS responsibilities for testing of the interface.  Include the projected date of the interface and interoperability testing, and any responsibilities the AIS may have in testing the interfaces.  Refer to the Test Document for specific interface and interoperability test requirements.  Ensure your Release Schedule reflects the planned and specified dates.  Quarter and year for the projected date are acceptable, but a firm testing date must be agreed to in the Test Readiness Review (TRR) and before the system is approved to proceed for testing.  

Attachment 1 - Record Structure and Data Elements for Each Record

(If there is more than one record type in the file, add as many as necessary and include the data element field information for each record type as indicated.  If this interface is used to transfer multiple files, provide the information requested below for each file.) 

Interface File Name:

Record Number:

Fixed or Variable Length:
Field delimiter (if variable length field):

End of record mark:

Data Element Name:

Starting Column Position:

Data Element Size:

Type Data Element (numeric, character):

Edits (optional):
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