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The problem with CCMCK is
that the wax from the rounds 

can leave the inside of the 
barrel a mess. 

if you don’t clean out all the 
wax, the barrel can end up 

plugged.

The Dangers
of CCMCK!

When you 
think you have 
all the wax 
cleaned out 

of the barrel,
run your 

cleaning rod 
from muzzle 
to chamber 

to make sure 
there are no 
obstructions.

Dear Editor,
	 I am the senior ammunition 
technician at the US Army Combat 
Readiness Center at Ft Rucker.
Over the last few months we have
had numerous reports of weapons 
blowing apart because of stuck 
close combat mission capability kit 
(CCMCK) projectiles. So far no one 
has been killed, but there have been 
several injuries. 
	 I think this often happens after 
Soldiers have done urban training/
house clearance exercises using 
CCMCK rounds. 
	 They then march to a range to do 
regular firing. But before they fire real 
rounds they don’t do the necessary 
PMCS to ensure the weapons’ barrels 
are clear of obstructions. And that’s 
when the trouble starts. 
	 It would help if PS would explain 
what Soldiers need to do after
firing CCMCK. 

CW4 Mark Parr
Ft Rucker, AL

So here’s how to prevent that:

BEFORE—
Clean and lube your 

weapon with CLP 
like it says in the 
weapon’s -10 TM. 

Your weapon should 
be as clean as 

possible before 
firing CCMCK rounds.

AFTER—
Do the same cleaning and lubing procedure, but pay 
special attention to the chamber, barrel and bore. 
Those are the most likely areas for wax buildup. 

Really tough wax deposits may require dry
cleaning solvent, NSN 6850-01-474-2319. Use solvent 
under the direction of your armorer. The solvent 
may need to soak into the wax for several minutes 

before it will work. 

The Dangers
of CCMCK!

Small Arms…

The Dangers
of CCMCK!

surE 
thiNG, 
ChiEf!

Look for the end of the cleaning rod in the chamber. 

if you can’t see the end of the rod, you may have a 
stuck CCMCK round. if you can’t push out the round, 

tell your armorer.

Make sure the 
barrel is clear 

before you fire or 
turn in the weapon 
to the arms room.

Clear barrel by running cleaning rod 
from muzzle to chamber

I’b stiLl 
Got WAX in bY 
BarRel FroM 
Duh LAst timb 
We TRAinEd wid 

CcMcK.

I’b ToO pluGged 
Ub tO FiRE so I 
bAY nEed Dry 

CLeaniNg soLBEnt 
tO gEd Rid Of 

Dis WAx.

Oh, 
man!

if I’d only 
DONe REAl PMCs 
oN You BeFORe 
we LefT BASe!
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New M240/M249 Scraper Available
M240 and M249 machine gun gunners can now order a new pocket tool that makes 
cleaning the guns’ gas systems easier. The tool, which folds up like a Swiss Army knife, 
has eight different scrapers. Order the tool with NSN 5110-01-641-4777. 

For the complete word on CCMCK, see TM 
9-6920-3700-10. it’s on the LOGSA ETM website:

Also see GPA 15-009,
‘ ‘Clearing and cleaniNG wheN FiRiNG CcMck,’’ at:

Questions? 
Contact ARDEC’s Robert Weissman at

DSN 880-3056, (973) 724-3056 or email:

DSN 880-4992, (973) 724-4992, or email:

You can also contact TACOM’s Ken Hiltunen at
DSN 786-1271, (586) 282-1271, or email:

Just remember CCMCK training 
rounds require real pmcs!

Armorers or small 
arms repairmen, 

don’t use a new M16/
M4 barrel that has 
fired fewer than 200 

standard rounds 
for CCMCK.

Older barrels 
are less likely to 
have problems 
with a stuck 
CCMCK round.

M249 barrels come 
from the manufacturer 
ready for CCMCK firing.

The M9 pistol conversion kit,
NSN 1005-20-003-2362, has a blue 
barrel for firing CCMCK rounds. 

Gage M16/M4 
barrel after 

firing CCMCK 
rounds

After training with CCMCK, check 
the M16s and M4s with the barrel 

straightness gage. See WP 0015-24 in
TM 9-1005-319-23&P. 

https://www.logsa.army.mil/etms

https://tulsa.tacom.army.mil/Safety/
message.cfm?id=GPA15-009.html

robert.j.weissman.civ@mail.mil or 

Edward Gilligan at

edward.gilligan2.civ@mail.mil

kenneth.r.hiltunen2.civ@mail.mil
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