Acquisition Community Connection

Menth in Review

https://acc.dau.mil

ACC Software News

We're 100,000 Strong!
The ACC reached a major milestone on Sat, 21 Aug, when
membership reached 100,000. What is now known as the
Acquisition Community Connection began in 2001 as a pi-
lot program within the Department of the Navy Acquisition
Reform Office. It moved to DAU in March 2003, and now
contains nearly 800 collaborative spaces, all dealing with
defense acquisition. Its members are part of the AT&L
workforce. Congratulations to MAJ Brenda Brockington for
being our 100,000th member!

Graphical Changes Prior To Software Upgrade
Due to page layout changes that will occur in our upcoming
software upgrade, we will need to resize the navigational
graphics currently existing on our Communities and Special
Interest Areas. We'll be working on these gradually over
the next couple of weeks. If you have any questions about
the changes, please contact acc@dau.mil.

Date Set For Software Upgrade
We plan to upgrade to ECCO 3.1.1 on Fri, 1 Oct 2010, be-
ginning around 1700 hrs. The ACC should be back online
no later than Mon, 4 Oct 2010, by 0800 hrs. Keep watch-
ing for additional information, and if you have any ques-
tions about the upgrade, please contact acc@dau.mil.

Editors Training Sessions Scheduled

We will be holding webinars to train the ACC editors on the
new ECCO 3.1.1 software. They are scheduled for Tue, 14
Sep, and Thu, 16 Sep, from 1300-1430 hrs. If you're an
editor of a space within the ACC, please watch for an email
giving you more information on the webinar schedules and
dial-in information. If you don’t receive one within a couple
of weeks, please contact acc@dau.mil with a request to
attend.

Section 8121 Guidance

AT&L Comptroller Memo
Section 8121 of the DoD Appropriations Act, 2010 (Pub.
Law No. 111-118), imposes competition requirements on
congressionally directed spending items and earmarks in-
tended for award to a "for-profit" entity. The statutory
competition requirements mandated by section 8121 are
more stringent for congressionally directed spending items
and earmarks intended for award to a "for-profit" entity
sponsored solely by members of the House of Representa-
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tives than for those sponsored by members of the Senate.
This memorandum provides compliance guidance with
respect to section 8121.

New Continuous Learning Modules Blog
Need information on what CL modules have gone live re-
cently? DAU is now blogging this information instead of
emailing it. The blog feeds directly to the Continuous
Learning home page. If you would like to be notified by
RSS feed whenever the blog is updated, sign up here.
This blog is available to the entire workforce.

“The Tools Are Out There”

DAU’s Knowledge-Sharing Capabilities

DAU defines knowledge sharing as combining people, proc-
esses, and information technology to improve organiza-
tional performance through increased efficiency, effective-
ness, and innovation. Over the past few years, DAU has
continually reviewed and improved the online knowledge-
sharing tools it offers to help the acquisition workforce
more efficiently locate the information they need to per-
form their duties. Click the links to read the full article
and get additional details on all elements of DAU’s
knowledge-sharing tools.

Congress Tells Pentagon To Fix JCIDS

But Critics Seek New System
"Congress is pressing the Pentagon to rethink the bureau-
cratic way it develops military requirements, but a leading
critic of the process is skeptical it can be fixed." The arti-
cle from "Inside the Pentagon" (17 Jun 2010, login re-
quired) explores both points of view and takes a closer
look at the issue.

Sec Gates On Efficiencies Initiative

Key points of this initiative are that the task is not to re-
duce the Department's top-line, but rather to significantly
reduce excess overhead costs and apply the savings to
force structure and modernization. DoD has embarked on a
four-track approach to move the Department toward a
more efficient, effective, and cost-conscious way of doing
business. Details on the initiatives announced can be found
on the following three links:

e DoD Efficiencies Key Points

e DoD Efficiencies Statement

e DoD Efficiency Decisions

EDITORS TIP: The ACC tutorials will be updated following
the software upgrade, so be sure to check the User Training
page and review them to learn more about using ECCO 3.1.1.


mailto:acc@dau.mil?subject=Graphical%20Changes%20Due%20to%20Software%20Upgrade�
mailto:acc@dau.mil?subject=Graphical%20Changes%20Due%20to%20Software%20Upgrade�
mailto:acc@dau.mil?subject=Editors%20Training%20Sessions�
https://dap.dau.mil/policy/Documents/Policy/atL%20Comptroller%20Memo%207%20JUN%2010.pdf�
http://clc.dau.mil�
http://clc.dau.mil�
http://clc.dau.mil�
http://clc.dau.mil�
https://dap.dau.mil/rss/dapblog.ashx?ch=training/cl/blogs�
http://www.dau.mil/pubscats/ATL%20Docs/May-Jun10/may-june10.pdf�
https://acc.dau.mil/at&lkm�
http://defensenewsstand.com/index.php?option=com_ppv&view=article&id=1824130:congress-tells-pentagon-to-fix-jcids-but-critics-seek-new-system�
http://defensenewsstand.com/index.php?option=com_ppv&view=article&id=1824130:congress-tells-pentagon-to-fix-jcids-but-critics-seek-new-system�
http://defensenewsstand.com/index.php?option=com_ppv&view=article&id=1824130:congress-tells-pentagon-to-fix-jcids-but-critics-seek-new-system�
http://defensenewsstand.com/index.php?option=com_ppv&view=article&id=1824130:congress-tells-pentagon-to-fix-jcids-but-critics-seek-new-system�
https://dap.dau.mil/policy/Documents/Policy/OSD%2009637-10.pdf�
https://dap.dau.mil/policy/Documents/Policy/Efficiencies%20Key%20Points.pdf�
https://dap.dau.mil/policy/Documents/Policy/Efficiencies%20Statement%20As%20Prepared.pdf�
https://dap.dau.mil/policy/Documents/Policy/DoD%20Efficiencies%20-%20Slides.pdf�
mailto:acc@dau.mil?subject=Assistance%20Needed%20(ACC%20Newsletter)�
https://acc.dau.mil/usertraining�
https://acc.dau.mil/usertraining�

Acquisition Community Connection

Menth in Review

https://acc.dau.mil

RMS Partnership Government-Industry

Training Workshop

This Government-Industry workshop, entitled "Breaking
Down Stovepipe Barriers to Benefit the Warfighter: Prob-
lem Solving Techniques for Program Managers, System
Engineers and RMS/L Professional," is scheduled for 16
Sep 2010, at Waterford Conference Center in Springfield,
VA. To register for this event, go to the RMS Partnership
website.

DOD Procurement Conference 2010
DAU hosted the 1st Annual DPAP & DAU Training Sympo-
sium on 10-14 May 2010. In the past, the DOD Senior Pro-
curement Executives (SPEs) got together twice a year to
review past and future goals and initiatives; however, this
year, DAU provided comprehensive training to the con-
tracting work force as well. The conference & training sym-
posium was attended by over 1,300 participants, including
DOD civilians and military, federal civilians, contractors,
AbilityOne, GSA, and others. The training included 32 dif-
ferent contracting-related courses and over 200 sessions of
these courses. View the presentations online and check
out Director Manning's blog about the conference.

DOT&E State of Reliability Memo

The memo underscores the importance of system reliabil-
ity as a major problem for Department of Defense (DoD)
acquisitions and discusses the author’s belief that, “Poor
reliability is a problem with major implications for cost. In
particular, we have an opportunity to change system de-
velopment to substantially reduce fielded system sustain-
ment costs.” The memo also lists specific problems that
have arisen due to lack of reliability and goes on to state,
“We know more stringent engineering is required to deliver
reliable products. To that end, industry must be made
aware that all our contracts will require, at a minimum, the
system engineering practices of ANSI/GEIA STD-0009.”

AF Business Clearance Approval
A memo has been issued stating that, effective 30 Jun
2010, the Deputy Assistant Secretary (Contracting) or the
Associate Deputy Assistance Secretary (Contracting) are
the business clearance approval authority for all ACAT I
(Space/Non-space programs) contract actions $250M and
above; and any other contracting action identified as spe-
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cial interest by the DAS(C) or ADAS(C) regardless of dollar
amount, program designation, or contracting activity. Con-
tract clearance approval authority is unchanged. An Air
Force Acquisition Circular will be issued to formally incor-
porate the above change into the AFFARS.

Enhancing Payment Accuracy Through a

"Do Not Pay List"

President Obama issued a memorandum requiring all
government agencies to check all "available databases with
relevant information on eligibility" before releasing Federal
funds for payment. The memo further states, "No later
than 120 days of the date of this memorandum, the Direc-
tor of the OMB shall provide to the President a plan for
completing integration for the remaining databases, to the
extent permitted by law, so that agencies can access them
through a single entry point." It also requires the Director
of the OMB to "issue guidance ... on actions agencies
must take to carry out this memorandum's requirements.

Guidance Memo to AFI 63-101 / 63-1201
Acquisition and Sustainment Life Cycle Management
Life Cycle Systems Engineering
This memorandum establishes SAF/AQR, Chief Systems
Engineer, and Center-Level Technical Authority responsi-
bilities to provide independent technical advice and support
to the Air Force's Service Acquisition Executive, Program
Executive Officers, Designated Acquisition Officials, and
Program Managers for Air Force acquisition programs. This
memo, the reinvigoration of engineering functional man-
agement, and the revitalization of standard practices are

important steps toward improving Air Force acquisition.

Upcoming Events

e UID Forum 2010: eBusiness Enabled Life Cycle Trace-
ability, Hilton Orlando, Orlando, FL, 7-9 Sep 2010

e URMS Partnership Government-Industry Training
Workshop: Breaking Down Stovepipe Barriers to Bene-
fit the Warfighter: Problem Solving Techniques for Pro-
gram Managers, System Engineers and RMS/L Profes-
sional, Waterford Conference Center, Springfield, VA, 16 Sep
2010

e Army Operations Research Symposium 2010: Full Spec-
trum Operations in a Complex Environment, Fort Lee,
VA, 13-14 Oct 2010
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