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CHANGE TO Korean RADIO LAW

PURPOSE:  To describe the impact of the change to Korean Radio Law 

DISCUSSION:  In January 1994, the Republic of Korea, Ministry of Information and Communications (MIC), implemented a Narrowband Plan for the 138-174 Megahertz (MHz) portion of the Very High Frequency (VHF) spectrum.  

-This plan reduced the authorized channel size of radio frequency (RF) dependant equipment operating in this spectrum from 25 Kilohertz (KHz) to 12.5 KHz.  The change takes advantage of improved technologies to make more efficient use of the spectrum available.  Cutting the channel size in half will effectively double the number of possible users in this spectrum.  

-In accordance with the plan, starting on 1 January 1996, all newly aquired RF dependent equipment was required to meet the new narrowband standard.

-As of 1 January 2005, all existing RF dependent equipment must meet the narrowband standard. 

-Narrowbanding of the 138-174 MHz portion of the spectrum has been taking place worldwide including in the United States and United States Forces Korea has been aware of this upcoming change for several years.

CONCLUSION:  Radio Frequency Spectrum is a national resourse on any soverign nation.  The Republic of Korea must balance its national defense and economic needs when determining spectum usage.  The ROK MIC Narrowband Plan has been incorperated into Korean Radio Law.  It is extremely important that we fully comply with all Korean Radio Law in order to maintain our good relationship with our host nation.  

POINT OF CONTACT:  MR. Jones, jonesdoe@korea.army.mil,723-5847.
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