Does “Secret” Clearance Requirement Preclude “Commercial?” (WHETHER FAR PART 12 IS APPLICABLE)

Kim DeBois Sousa: I am planning a services solicitation. Personnel will be required to have SECRET clearances. Does that preclude the requirement from being considered Commercial?

Louis Cornell: I don't think it precludes it from being commercial by itself. For example, contractors performing commercial security services have an expectation that their personnel must have clearances to perform. Ask yourself what is driving the requirement for the clearance - the nature of the work performed or military-unique requirements. The short answer to this is that a DD 254 may be added to a commercial requirement. My opinion is that the requirement for a DD 254 should cause you to seriously consider whether the requirement is in fact commercial - check FAR Part 2 for the definition of commercial item - unless such clearances are inherently part of the work or are otherwise expected in the industry providing the service. Hope this helps!

