
Frequently Asked Questions

Regarding the National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) for Fiscal Year 2010
Implementation of FY10 NDAA Section 841
Background: Section 841 of the FY10 NDAA amended 10 U.S.C. Chapter 144A MAIS Reporting and makes the following changes to the reporting regime:

1) The implementation schedule in the MAIS Annual Report (MAR) must now include the estimated dates of a Full Deployment Decision (FDD) and Full Deployment (FD), and is no longer required to include IOC and FOC. 
2) Instead of having to achieve Initial Operational Capability (IOC) within 5 years of a funds-first-obligated (FFO) date to avoid a critical change, the law now requires FDD to be achieved within 5 years of FFO to avoid a critical change.
3) The law now defines the terms “Full Deployment Decision” and “Full Deployment.” 
1.  Will existing MARs need to be changed as a result of Sec. 841?

Yes.  Estimates for FDD and FD must be added to the Schedule, and IOC and FOC, if present, must be removed.  The Original Estimate for existing MARs otherwise must not be changed, unless a Critical Change occurs.  All new MAR Original Estimates should include estimated dates for Funds First Obligated, MS A (if applicable), MS B, MS C (if applicable), FDD, and FD.
2.  Will IOC and FOC need to be deleted from the MAR?
It is mandatory for IOC and FOC to be deleted from the MAR if it contained them in an Original Estimate.  This is consistent with the overall intent of the legislated changes, even though the Original Estimate cannot otherwise be changed without occurrence of a Critical Change.
3.  What is the difference between FOC and FD?
In most cases, they should be the same thing; i.e., when the system is fully deployed, it should achieve FOC.  According to FY10 NDAA Section 841, Full Deployment is defined as the fielding of an increment of the program in accordance with the terms of a full deployment decision (i.e., Acquisition Decision Memorandum (ADM)).
4. Will the 5-year clock measuring a Critical Change from FFO end at IOC or FDD?

If a program has not exceeded the 5-year-to-IOC clock by October 28, 2009, then the 5-year clock now ends at FDD.  This applies to all programs, including those submitting a 2008 or 2009 MAR.  
5.  If a program already submitting a 2008 or 2009 MAR has already achieved IOC, does the program need to establish a new 5-year clock ending with FDD?

No.

6.  We can’t estimate a Full Deployment date until we’ve had our Full Deployment Decision.  What do we do?

If your FD can’t be reasonably estimated (recalling you may already have estimated an equivalent FOC date), you may enter a “TBD” instead of an estimated date and include a footnote stating “The Full Deployment date will be determined after the Full Deployment Decision has been made.”

7.  Do the FY 2010 NDAA changes to Chapter 144A replacing IOC with the FDD affect the requirement in NDAA FY07 Section 811 that requires the Milestone Decision Authority (MDA) to make a determination that IOC will be achieved within 5 years of Milestone A .

No.  Section 811 continues to require the MDA before granting a Milestone A for an IT defense business system to make a determination that the system will achieve IOC within 5 years of granting Milestone A.  However, failure to achieve IOC within 5 years after funds were first obligated is no longer a MAIS program Critical Change.  A Critical Change is failure to achieve a full deployment decision within 5 years after funds were first obligated for the program.

Implementation of the FY10 NDAA Section 817
Background: The FY10 NDAA Section 817 amended 10 U.S.C. Chapter 144A MAIS Reporting and makes the following changes to the reporting regime:

a) For a MAIS that is also an MDAP, the Secretary of Defense may designate the program to be treated as only a MAIS or to be treated only as an MDAP. 
b) Within 180 days of enactment, the Secretary of Defense must issue guidance to implement this change.  The guidance, as a general rule, must provide that a program that requires the development of custom hardware be treated only as an MDAP and a program that does not require the development of custom hardware be treated only as an MAIS.
8. Is an MDAP subject to MAIS reporting requirements?
No.  If a program meets both MAIS and MDAP definitions and produces custom hardware, then that program will be designated an MDAP and not a MAIS; it is not required to meet MAIS reporting requirements.  If a program has previously submitted a MAR and is then designated an MDAP, the program must submit a close-out MAR during the next reporting cycle.  Note that Chapter 144 requires all MDAPs to submit Select Acquisition Reports (SAR).
9. If a program baselined Full Deployment Decision Review (FDDR) in its Acquisition Program Baseline (APB) and/or a previous MAR, how should the FDD schedule date be annotated?

Typically the FDD will occur shortly after a program’s FDDR, therefore, in most cased, the FDD Objective and Threshold schedule dates will be identical to the FDDR dates.
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