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Naval Postgraduate School

ANNOUNCEMENT FOR APPLICATIONS

Product Development Leadership Education for the 21st Century 

Distance Learning Program

OPEN TO ALL QUALIFIED MILITARY OFFICERS, FEDERAL GOVERNMENT CIVILIANS AND A LIMITED NUMBER OF DEFENSE CONTRACTOR CIVILIANS.  

RECENT PROGRAM TESTIMONIALS

MPD program certified by Secretary of the Navy to Congress allowing contractor civilian participation, 

“Our progress in privatizing acquisition has resulted in the migration of many activities once performed by Navy uniformed or civilian personnel to the private sector.  It makes sense for Navy personnel and defense industry civilians to participate shoulder to shoulder in graduate studies focusing on improving Navy research, development, and acquisition cost, schedule, and performance.  Such a program will greatly enhance the educational experience of both sets of students and will strengthen partnerships between the private and public sectors which is a critical element in our efforts to transform the Navy and Marine Corps acquisition and procurement process.”  (Letter to Chairman, Committee on Armed Services, March 9, 2001)

Recognized in Business 2.0, (December 2001) as one of the top, “Straight-to-the-Point Executive Education Courses” see http://www.business2.com/articles/mag/0,1640,35099,FF.html.

Letter to the President of MIT by the Honorable Mr. Hultin, Undersecretary of the Navy, (May 17, 2000),

“PD21 is aligned with our efforts to transform the Navy and Marine Corps acquisition and procurement process.  This initiative fits nicely with our broader campaign entitled Revolution in Business Affairs (RBA), a strategic change initiative aimed at dramatically improving the way we acquire, deliver, maintain, deploy and operate the business side of our national defense institution. We fully expect that the graduates of PD21 will soon become significant leaders and change agents in our Revolution in Business Affairs and help reduce the acquisition life cycles and development times for new defense systems by a factor of two or more.” 

Comments from Commander, Naval Sea Systems Command, VADM Nanos, USN (May, 2000), at a meeting with the Undersecretary of the Navy, 

“I intend to use this program as a major means to identify and begin to develop those employees in warfare centers who will assume major acquisition responsibilities in the Headquarters and PEO organizations as well as the Centers in the future.”
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Naval Postgraduate School

Product Development Leadership Education for the 21st Century 

Distance Learning Program

PROGRAM INFORMATION

Cohort 3:  Section PD23- 0204: September 2002- September 2004

NPS and the PD21 consortium believe the MPD degree is the best, unified curriculum available in end-to-end product development leadership education (see http://ocl.nps.navy.mil/pd21).  All students who successfully complete the two-year distance-learning course of study will receive: 

· Degree: Masters of Science in Product Development (NPS joint engineering and management degree).

· PD21 Certificate:  Certificate of Recognition from MIT. 

· DAWIA Equivalencies: Defense Acquisition University (DAU) ACQ101/201, SYS201 and SYS301 meeting level III requirements for Systems Planning, Research, Development & Engineering (SPRDE) career field.  

ELECTIVE TRACKS:  Sponsors and students have great flexibility in designing their elective structure.  Currently, there are four advertised elective tracks that when taken with the MPD core/fundamental courses earn participating students additional certifications:

· Acquisition Management track (DAWIA): sequence of elective courses that attain DAWIA Equivalency Certificate for DAU PMT302 meeting level III training requirements for the program management career field. Courses are a mix of NPS VTC and online courses.  Requires students to take four additional credits as an overload anytime during year two at no additional charge to the sponsor. 

· Information Systems Operations (ISO) track: sequence of four online courses that lead to an additional NPS Defense Information Systems Operations- Certificate of Accomplishment.  

· Systems Engineering (SE) track:  sequence of four courses that lead to an additional NPS Defense Systems Engineering- Certificate of Accomplishment and a possible minor in Systems Engineering.

· Software Engineering (SWE) track:  sequence of four courses that lead to an additional NPS Defense Software Engineering- Certificate of Accomplishment. 
Note:  To meet sponsor needs, other elective options can be arranged in coordination with the MPD program office 

SCHEDULE 

· September 16 through 27, 2002: Program two-week kick-off and orientation session at Naval Postgraduate School, Monterey, California for all students.  Orientation session includes a Design Challenge.  Sponsor representatives are welcome to join.  

· September 30, 2002 until completion: First quarter officially begins this week with classes being taken at the student’s sponsoring command location using video teleconferencing. Students should expect to take two four-unit courses and spend 8 hours a week in-class through quarter six. Exact times will be determined during the orientation and are based upon student/sponsor needs and NPS schedule availability. Students take one four-unit course and a thesis block in quarters seven and eight.    

· Students are expected to participate in 2-3 industry trips during the two-year course of study and a graduation ceremony at the completion of the program.  There will also be occasional Product Development seminars for all PD21 students within their existing course of study.  

TUITION

Tuition for students entering the two-year MPD program in September 2002 is $46,000 for military and federal government civilian employees ($23,000/year) and $50,000 for Defense contractor civilian employees ($25,000/year), payable in installments at the beginning of each fiscal year or as negotiated by the MPD program office. Price includes tuition, all textbooks, additional class materials (software, handouts, case studies, etc.), transportation and per diem for all NPS campus/industry visits and VTC communications bridging costs.  Local commands must have ISDN dial up capability at 384 kbps and incur dial-up charges to NPS.  

APPLICATION DEADLINES

· June 15, 2002: the MPD program office must receive all completed applications (contact your organizational representative for earlier internal deadlines).  Late applications will be reviewed on a case-by-case basis dependent upon seat availability but no later than August 15, 2002.    
· July 15, 2002: For applications received by June 15, 2002, all sponsors and their applicants are notified by MPD program office regarding their admission status.  
FOR MORE INFORMATION AND APPLICATION PROCEDURES

Call or write one of the following or visit our website at http://ocl.nps.navy.mil/pd21. 

Naval Postgraduate School



MPD Program Office, Room 335 

555 Dyer Road, Rm. 335

Monterey, CA  93943

E-mail:  mpd@nps.navy.mil
Attention:


Professor Wally Owen
or 
Professor Benjamin Roberts
 

MPD Academic Associate & 

MPD Program Manager for Instruction

PD21 Program Manager

Tel: (831) 656-2048


Tel/Fax:  (636) 925-2982

Fax: (831) 656-4162
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